JCRC Issue Summary

HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES IN ISRAEL

As a democracy, the preservation of human righasggmary concern for the State of Israel. As maoyntries
throughout the world have discovered, fightingaggam and maintaining basic fundamental rightsdifecult
challenge. The United States and others have |lowkistlael as an example of how to balance protgdts
citizens from terrorism while maintaining humanhtigy

Israel also maintains the highest standard of sifdt women and minorities in the Middle East. Toléowing
summary touches on a range of human rights issussael, including: the Israeli Supreme Court, Véors
rights, Israeli Arabs and other minorities as vaslILGBT rights. However, this summary is in no vady
inclusive.

Israeli Supreme Court & Human Rights Issues

The State of Israel has developed a legal systesedoan Jewish and democratic values. Over the yisars
Supreme Court has developed the idea of fundamegiés$ through its case law, reviewing the adntrais/e
activity of the branches of government to ensuag ltlasic human rights were not unnecessarily igétghupon
by security needs.

The Supreme Court rules as a court of first insapdmarily in matters regarding the legality efcisions of
State authorities: Government decisions, thosedadl lauthorities and other bodies and persons tpeirig
public functions under the law. Palestinians haseess to the Supreme Court through a numberaslisr
NGOs.

For example, on two occasions the Israeli governmas been instructed by the Supreme Court oflIsvasdter
the route of the barrier to ensure that negatiygaits on Palestinians would be minimized and ptapwal. The
first was in February 2004, and then again in 200& |sraeli Supreme Court ruled that the goverrimerst
find an alternative route to lessen the impachefliarrier on the lives of Palestinians.

In 1999, nine Israeli Supreme Court justices unanisty ruled that interrogation methods which ineotlie use
of physical force are not legal. The General Seégc@ervice (GSS) does not have the authority, Xangle, to
shake a suspect, to hold him in painful positiarsaflengthy period, or to deprive him of sleepaddi Supreme
Court President Barak noted that this decision do¢gase the task of coping with the difficultiedy reality
prevailing in Israel.

As the U.S. Supreme Court prepared to hear an anguom how the nation should deal with suspectedrists
in 2007, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg expressedraton toward how her counterparts in Israel dedth the
issue. Ginsburg said that when the Israeli justieer®e asked if authorities could torture someone lew
when and where a bomb would go off, "The answeéhefSupreme Court of Israel was unequivocal: tertur
never."

In October of 2008, after the U.S. congress enatiedilitary Commissions Act, Gabriella Blum anchitha
Minow, both professors at Harvard Law, stated aBbston Globe, “Compared with Israel's security measures
during a long and difficult experience with tersmm, the US Congress has gone too far in its witless to
compromise human rights and civil liberties. Saguwonsiderations, as legitimate and forceful &y thre, do

not justify such excessive measures, as the Igvesgdtice demonstrates.”

Women'’s Rights

Unlike in most other countries in the Middle Eagsbmen enjoy equal rights including the right toevand to be
elected to local and national office. In March 198frking International Women's Day, the Knesded (sraeli
Parliament) voted unanimously to establish the Atity for the Advancement of the Status of Womelne T
functions of the Authority for the Advancement bétStatus of Women include formulation of policgaeding
gender equality and the elimination of discriminatagainst women; coordination and promotion ofpesation
between state government, municipalities, and dtrenal institutions; advising the ministries oreth
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implementation of equality laws; establishmentpE#al programs and services for women which premot
gender equality; promotion of legislative measudioethe advancement of women and the elimination of
discrimination; and provision of information anak® necessary for the achievement of these godteto
government, as well as sponsorship of a seriggeofity projects for women in the Arab and Bed@gntors.

Israeli Arabs and Other Minorities

Of its 7.4 million citizens, nearly 20 percent sfdel's population is Arab Israeli. 81% of Aratakdis are
Muslim. 146,000 Christian Arabs and 100,000 Arapeaking Druze live in Israel. In addition, there 3,000
Circassian Sunni Muslims in Israel.

Arab Israelis are citizens of Israel with equahtgy In 1948, Israel's Declaration of Independaratied upon the
Arab inhabitants of Israel to "participate in théling of the State on the basis of full and equétenship and
due representation in all its provisional and perem institutions."

The Arab sector is politically involved in both imatal and municipal elections. Arab citizens rue folitical
and administrative affairs of their municipalitiesd advance Arab interests through their electecsentatives
in the Knesset, Israel's parliament. Arab Isrdwdige held various government positions, includivag bf deputy
minister and Supreme Court judge. Some Arab Isasé members of larger Israeli parties with wiglatforms
others are members of one of three Arab partiesbAsraeli politicians are free to advocate fori@es that in
effect would put an end to Israel as a Jewish .s@ueently there are eight Arab Israelis and thbegze in the
Knesset.

Israel has extensive anti-discrimination laws. ©hy legal distinction between Arab and Jewisteettis is that
Arab citizens are exempted from compulsory serwidée Israel Defense Forces. This is out of atersition for
family, religious and cultural affiliations with ¢hPalestinians and the rest of the Arab world,gie ongoing
conflict. Voluntary service is encouraged. IDF segwvas made mandatory for Druze and Circassianandre
request of their community leaders. Because Araelis do not serve in the IDF, they do not enjestain
economic and social benefits. There are still $icgmt gaps in economic development. Average Aeailfy size
is higher, and very few women are in the work foEgucation levels are lower than in the Jewishroomity,
leading to lower income. Arab communities are $enalnd have limited economic infrastructure, ctwiing to
employment in unskilled or semiskilled fields angher overall rates of unemployment. Lack of easyeas to
employment due to security measures is also aibatitrg factor.

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Rights in IsrddLGBT)

Israel is considered the most open country in tiddh East in terms of protection of LGBT rights.Nlovember
2005, a groundbreaking court decision in Israadduhat a lesbian spouse could officially adophiéddorn to
her current partner. Same-sex marriage has ndtegst legalized but same-sex marriages perfornsedvbkre
are recognized.
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